Late Amputation Following Refracture After Removal of Multiplanar Circular External Fixator for Treatment of Severe Combat-Related Tibial Fracture: A Case Report.
The multiplanar circular external fixator is commonly used in the treatment of severe combat-related tibial fractures. We present the case of a patient who sustained a refracture after removal of such a fixator. This complication contributed to failure of the limb salvage and ultimately resulted in the patient undergoing transtibial amputation. The choice to pursue limb salvage or amputation must be a shared decision between the patient and provider. This discussion must now include the possibility of refracture if limb salvage is pursued using multiplanar circular external fixation. Further study is also required to define fracture stability after the removal of a multiplanar circular external fixator.